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We'll show you how to cut and shape table legs on a band saw—a technique 
you can use on any woodworking project.

Get More from Your Band Saw...at PlansNOW.com

4Download Today at PlansNOW.com...$9.95

Build this Elegant Hall Table Using Your Band Saw

Workbenches
Good woodworking starts with 
a solid workbench.

Shop Jigs & Techniques 
Get the most from your tools 
with easy-to-build shop jigs.

Cabinets & Shelves
Build stunning furniture that's 
both functional and beautiful.

Home Improvement
Save hundreds of dollars in 
remodeling when you DIY.

You Can Build It...at PlansNOW.com

The table creates a large work surface that's about three times the size of the cast 
iron table your band saw came with.
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Build a Table and Fence for Your Band Saw
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Each guide assembly consists of 
a pair of guide blocks and a thrust 
bearing located behind the blade. 
The purpose of the guides and bear-
ings is to keep the flexible blade 
running straight and true. If they’re 
not set right, the blade can end up 
twisting and get pushed off the 
wheel or even break.

You’ll need to make two dif-
ferent adjustments — one for the 
guide assembly and the second to 
each of the guide blocks.

Guide Assembly. Before adjusting 
the guide assembly, it’s a good idea 
to loosen the guide blocks and back 
them away from the blade. Don’t 
take them all the way out because 
you will need them as a reference 
for the next adjustment.

Next, loosen the thumbscrew and 
slowly move the guide blocks either 
forward or backward on the blade, 
as shown in Figure 2.

The guide blocks should be 
positioned just behind the gullets  

on the blade, as illustrated in 
Figure 2a. After setting the upper 
guide assembly, set the guide 
assembly below the table.

Guide Blocks. With the guide 
assemblies set, you can adjust the 
guide blocks. As I mentioned before, 
they straddle the blade and keep it 
on track. They should be positioned 
close to, but not touching, the blade.

I use a business card to set the 
spacing, as shown in the upper 
right photo. The drawing above 
shows the sequence for setting 
the blocks. Here I set the blocks 
on one side of the blade then the 
other to prevent the blade from 
being misaligned. 

Just place the card between the 
blade and the guide block, and move 
the guide block until it rests snug 
against the card. Then just tighten 
the adjustment screw.

Once all four adjustments have 
been made, you’ll want to turn 
the wheels (by hand) a couple 

of times to be sure that there is 
adequate clearance for the blade. 

Thrust Bearings. There’s one more 
part to be adjusted on the guide 
assemblies — the thrust bearing. 
It supports the blade from the back 
when cutting. If the thrust bearing 
is not supporting the back, the blade 
won’t give you square cuts and may 
even get pushed off the wheels.

You can use your business card 
again. This time, fold it in half and 
place it between the back of the 
blade and the thrust bearing, as 
shown in the lower photo above. 
Position the thrust bearing against 
the card and tighten the thumb-
screw to hold the bearing in place.

SQUARE UP THE TABLE 
Once the guides and thrust bear-
ings are set, you can make the final 
adjustment. That is to check that the 
table is square to the blade. If it’s not, 
your cuts won’t be perpendicular. 

Just raise the upper guide assembly 
and place a small square on the table 
against the blade, as you can see in 
the photo at right. If the table isn’t 
square, loosen the table adjustment 
knob and tilt the table into position. 
Then retighten the knob.

It’s all too easy to put off these 
simple adjustments. But it only takes 
few minutes to run through them. 
With your saw tuned, you’ll turn to 
it more often and get better results 
in your woodworking projects. 
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‹	Guide Blocks. A 
business card helps 
position the guide 
blocks. Adjust the 
blocks on one side 
and then the other 
(sequence at left). 

‹	Thrust Bearing. 
Use a business card 
folded in half to set 
the position of the 
thrust bearing. 

{	 Square the 
Table to the 
Blade. Using 
a small square, 
make sure the 
blade is 90° to 
the table. a.
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