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Before getting started on the rest of 
the case, take a minute and study the 
Construction View above.

Notice that several large panels 
(five dividers and a subtop) form the 
openings for the drawers, as well as 
an upper compartment that holds 
an adjustable shelf. A face frame and 
decorative moldings are applied to 
the front and sides of the case. And 
a dresser top and beadboard back 
complete the basic unit.

DIVIDERS & SUBTOP. The first step is to 
cut the dividers (G) and subtop (H) 
from 3⁄4" plywood. All of these pieces 
are identical in size. While you’re at 
it, cut the adjustable shelf (I) to size. 
Note: The shelf is smaller than the 
dividers and subtop. 
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DESIGN NOTE: Adjustable shelf must 
be installed before back panel (J),  
otherwise it won’t fit into the case.

!/4" Stopped
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ASSEMBLE CASE.  As with any large 
project, assembling the case can get 
hectic. So to make it more manage-
able, I cut the back (J) from 1⁄4" ply-
wood beadboard and used it to help 
square up the case.

Start by gluing and clamping 
the subtop and the bottom divider 
between the sides (Fig. 2). These 
pieces (and all the other dividers), 
are sized to create a 1⁄2" setback from 
the front edge of the sides (Fig. 2a). 
They’ll be “built out” later to fit flush 
with the face frame.

After squaring up the case, you 
can add the remaining dividers. 
Brush a thin coat of glue into the 
dadoes in the sides. Then slide in  
the dividers and clamp across the case. 

Note: Be sure you don’t accidentally 
rack the case out of square.

FACE FRAME. The next step is to add 
the face frame. It’s made up of two 
long stiles (K), a narrow top rail (L), 
and a wider bottom rail (M) (Case 
Construction View). 

The front stiles (K) are similar 
to those on the sides. But there’s no 
groove on the inside edge. As for the 
outside edge, it’s rabbeted to fit over 
the side stile (Rabbet Detail).

Once again, a short taper on the 
bottom of the stile forms a “foot.” It’s 
identical to the taper on the back stile 
of the side panels. (Refer to the Leg 
Taper Detail on page 3.)

ATTACH STILES. Now it’s time to attach 
the stiles. They’re simply glued to the

{	 T h e  s t o p p e d 
chamfers on the 
dresser highlight 
the corners. Plus, 
they conceal the 
joint line where 
the front and side 
stiles meet. 
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