




















Storage Cabinet

The open space created by the
base of the cart is the perfect place
for adding even more storage. The
small cabinet you see in Figure 5
has a few interesting features. To
provide several storage options, the
cabinet contains two drawers and
a door. And you can even use the
top of the cabinet as a shelf to keep
items within easy reach.

CASE

There’s a lot of open space in the
base, so it’s tempting to fill it com-
pletely with a storage cabinet. But I
built the case of the cabinet relatively
shallow. There are a couple reasons
for this. First, it would be too easy
for things to get lost in the back of
the door side of the cabinet. And, it
provides leg room on the back side
to allow me to sit at the bench on a
stool while I'm working.

TOP & BOTTOM. I built the cabinet
starting with the top and bottom.
Each piece has a few dadoes and
grooves to hold the sides, divider,
and back, as in Figure 5.

I sized the dadoes for the
sides and groove for the back to
match the thickness of the 1"
plywood that makes up the back.
The dado for the divider, on the
other hand, is sized to match the
thickness of the 3;" plywood I used
for the other parts of the cabinet.

You'll notice that the bottom is
wider than the top (Figure 5). This
extra width allows the cabinet to rest
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on both stretchers in the base of the
cart. And it provides a place to add a
foot rail later on.

SIDES & DIVIDER. The next step is to
make the sides and divider. The sides
have a tongue cut on each end to fit
the dadoes in the top and bottom,
as in Figure 5b. (The divider simply

slides into its matching dado.) I also
cut and fit the case back.

SOME ASSEMBLY. At this point, the
case is ready to be assembled. Start
by gluing the sides in place, add the
divider, and then attach the back.
Finally, add the top and a few clamps
to draw the joints tight.
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In Figures 6 and 6a, you can see The drawers are assembled with m
how the cabinet is attached to the tongue and dado joinery (Figure 8a).
base. I positioned the front edge of The sides have a dado cut near each i."{ﬁ'g?

the case so that it’s flush with the
back edge of the legs.

FOOT RAIL. I mentioned earlier that
the back of the case extends across
both stretchers for stability. I wanted
to cover the exposed dadoes on the
back of the case bottom. So I added
a foot rail and lip to cover the top
face and back edge (Figure 7). It
also provides a footrest when work-
ing on this side of the cart.

DRAWERS & DOOR
That takes care of the case of the cabi-
net. Now you can turn your attention
to the two drawers and door.
DRAWERS. The drawers on the right
side of the cabinet are the perfect
place to store frequently used tools
and supplies. They’re slightly differ-
ent sizes, but the construction pro-
cess is the same (Figure 8).
Oncethemain drawer partsare cut
to size, you can work on the joinery.
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end. And a mating tongue is cut on
each end of the front and back.

Next, a groove is cut in all the
parts to hold the drawer bottom, as
shown in Figure 8b. Once again, the
groove is sized to match the thick-
ness of %" plywood.

After gluing the drawer box
together, 1 added screws to rein-
force the joinery (Figure 8).

The final step on the drawers is
to add a false front. This covers the
end grain of the drawer sides and
the exposed groove for the drawer
bottom, as you can see in Figure 9.
The false front is screwed in place
and has a plastic pull attached.

DOOR. The last part of the cabinet
is the door (Figure 10). It’s simply a
plywood panel that’s sized to fit the
opening with a %4¢" gap on all sides.

The cart can now be loaded up
with supplies. And it will be a versa-
tile addition to your shop.

534" PLASTIC
HANDLE

N

#8 x 114" Ph
SHEET METAL
SCREW

DOOR
(9%" x 123"
- 34" Ply.)

TOP VIEW

LOCATE HINGE
50 DOOR IS FLUSH
L/ WITH FRONT

‘ OF CABINET

DOOR

NOTE: 6" GAP
AROUND DOOR

© 2010 August Home Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved.
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